KHS

Kota Heritage Society

PATRONS: ADITI MEHTA, IAS (Retd.) ¢ PROFESSOR JOACHIM K BAUTZE
PRESIDENT: JATWARDHAN ¢) SECRETARY: HARSHVARDHAN () TREASURER: VICTORIA SINGH

Eighteenth Annual Report for Kota Heritage Society 2024-2025

Much of our efforts this year have been focused away from Kota but it
has been an action packed year nonetheless. The British Cemetery is
repainted and will feature soon in an article in the magazine of the
Mausolea and Monuments Trust. Thank you to all of its supporters.

The Kalbelia Craft Revival Project has been on hold but we have
received some money on the strength of Moha’s marketing of their
famed embroidery skills and plan to work with a new group in Western
Rajasthan. Moha is a silver jewellery company in Mumbai that
supported the Kalbelia Craft Revival Project. The prestigious UK based
textile magazine, Selvedge, is organising a Kalbelia embroidery
workshop on Zoom in April. This will be conducted by KHS member
Juhi Sharma and Meera Bai. Juhi’s Kalbelia startup, Vamika, is named
after Meera Bai’s daughter.

Elizabeth Simson’s photo exhibition, Mapping Cultures: An
Englishwoman’s View of Western India from 50 Years Ago, which had
opened in Kota in November 2023 had been shown at NIFT Jodhpur on
February 7%, 2024 and in Borunda near Jodhpur on February 9%, 2024,
In March Kuldeep Kothari hosted a selection of photos at the Arna
Jharna Desert Museum Jodhpur.

After the summer, Madan curated Mapping Cultures in Jaipur at the

Registered Address: Sukhdham Kothi, Civil Lines, Kota — 324001, Rajasthan, India ~ Telephone +91 744 2320081/2332661
Registration No. 74/Kota/2007-08 dated 07/09/2007
Registered under section 12AA of the Income Tax Act, 1961 ~ eligible for deduction under section 80G of Income Tax Act 1961
TISS Empanelment Code No.:A/1/16/12/903
All enquiries to Harshvardhan mobile +91 93526 14948 or Victoria Singh mobile +91 98290 36384 email
victoriaksingh@googlemail.com

1of6


mailto:victoriaksingh@googlemail.com

KHS

Kota Heritage Society

invitation of the Indian Institute of Craft and Design. Starting on
September 1%, their Foundation Day, it ran for a month with weekly
curated walks. KHS members were invited to listen to a lecture by
Madan Meena in the packed auditorium on the social meanings of
traditional textiles. We were also invited to join a curated walk and to
share a dal- bati-choorma lunch as part of the Foundation Day
celebrations. Thank you to Dr. Toolika Gupta, Swati Jain and team.

This exhibition was then sent to Khamir Craft Resource Centre near Bhuj
in Kutch, Gujarat, an area that featured in Elizabeth’s photos and where
her signature was found in the visiting book in a remote village. Madan
arranged for some textiles that appeared in Elizabeth’s photographs,
but had become extinct, to be revived, reprinted and displayed. The
exhibition was viewed with great interest by the eminent artisans and
crafts people who attended the lecture and opening. We were fortunate
to have as Chief Guests, Caroline Stone, a textile and embroidery expert
with a shop in Seville, Spain, Mala Shodhan from Ahmedabad who
founded her own brand, Curiosity Workshop, after leaving NID
Ahmedabad and is very knowledgeable about Gujarati crafts, and
Canadian KHS supporter, Yvonne Logan. Yvonne had been Elizabeth’s
friend and was Chief Guest for her exhibition in Kota.

After one month at Khamir, the photos were packed and sent to
Navajivan in Ahmedabad. An exhibition is planned for Autumn 2025
moving on to the India International Centre in Delhi thereafter - dates
to be confirmed. We plan to produce a book to accompany the Delhi
exhibition which will contain the photographs and some text and
memories about Elizabeth. Her photos are being archived by the South
Asia Collection in Norwich, England, which is a very imaginative
museum housed in a former Victorian roller skating rink with a
wooden barrelled vaulted ceiling. It is well worth a visit.
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Our first event in Kota was Architecture of Books, a concept that had
been developed by a group of young artists in Delhi under the guidance
of Priyesh Gathwal who came to open the event on September 21,
2024. KHS member, Soumya Yadav, was keen to introduce the ideas
involved to the people of Kota and to get them to question what a book
is and what it can be. He ran a workshop over two days for Polytechnic
Students on bookmaking and learnt for himself how difficult it is to
organise groups. Ten students were invited for 11am with their own
materials and 80 arrived one hour late with no materials. 25 had
registered for the evening session so bookings were closed and 13
turned up. Kota Art Gallery was the first exhibition outside Delhi of the
imaginative books that the Delhi group had made. It has since gone to
Melbourne Australia, Bangalore and Mumbai.

From February 21*-23", 2025 we hosted a retrospective photo
exhibition for the late Navroze Contractor: photographer, film maker,
motorbike enthusiast and lover of life. He had been a very active KHS
member for some years curating and bringing interesting exhibitions to
Kota. We had been emailing about the next production on the day he
died in a motorbike accident on June 18", 2023. Little did we know it
was to feature Navroze’s own photographs taken over a lifetime of
travel and adventure. Photography Strictly Prohibited came to us via
Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Hyderabad and Chennai, and after Kota
finished in Delhi. Co-curator and KHS member, Himanshu Panchal and
his friend rode their motorcycles over from Ahmedabad in 11 hours, to
curate the exhibition. He tirelessly answered all the questions of the
viewers, who for the most part, had no idea how a black and white
photo had been taken and developed. At one point we had 100 scouts,
14 students from the Deaf School and 10 from a bustee school in the
Gallery enjoying the exhibition at the same time. We showed the iconic
1972 film, Duvidha based on a Rajasthani folk tale by Vijay Dan Detha
and directed by Mani Kaul. Navroze had done the exceptional
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cinematography. Our 2025/26 membership card features Navroze in a
photo used as the poster for the exhibition.

The Art Gallery now has an Instagram page kota_art_gallery_raj run by
Soumya Yadav, and Ojasvi Maheshwari has started a Whatsapp group -
Kota Art Gallery - to promote cultural activities in Kota. There is also a
Facebook page for the Gallery. Ojasvi is working with KHS member
Dildar, son of Waseem, to run miniature painting workshops in the Art
Gallery as a collaboration between themselves, Rajasthan Lalit Kala
Akademi and KHS.

For another Navroze film, Jharu Khata (Broom stories), Madan Meena
was the Associate Director. All of Madan’s recordings of oral ballads and
stories and particularly of the folk hero Tejaji, are to be archived with
ARC, the Archive & Resource Centre for Ethnomusicology, part of AIIS,
the American Institute of Indian Studies in Gurgaon. Selected Tejaji
ballads are now with PARI, People’s Archive of Rural India. Our recently
signed MOU with them started on April 2", 2025. PARI is paying for
transcription and translation costs for these selected recordings and it is
a huge relief that the recordings will be of use and given wide
dissemination online at no cost to us. See link for one of PARI’s online
stories: https://ruralindiaonline.org/article/in-jaisalmer-gone-with-the-
windmill

Madan has also been busy with two other major research and
documentation projects. One, the Marwar Block Print Project, started in
2024 and will run until 2030. It aims to document all the former block
printing and dyeing centres in Western Rajasthan and track the
migrations of the artisans to Gujarat and beyond and the cultural
exchanges between the various traditions in these areas. He is partly
supported by the Centre for Embodied Knowledge (CEK) Hyderabad but
would welcome further sponsorship. As part of the project, Madan
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plans to print 500 samples for a book-cum-catalogue in three volumes.

The second research project is on the well known Sanganer (Jaipur)
prints which are disappearing fast, undocumented or recorded in any
museum or institution and thus having no legal basis on which to claim
ownership. Madan is aiming to produce replicas of more than one
hundred vintage textile pieces printed on handspun handwoven fine
cotton from West Bengal using newly carved blocks and traditional
natural dye recipes. We are grateful to Yvonne Logan for supporting the
block carvers. These replicas will be for museum collections. Jaipur will
be celebrating its 300™ anniversary in 2027 and we plan to hold an
exhibition as part of the celebrations.

Photographs and more information on these projects can be seen on
our website: www.kotaheritagesociety.in. You can also see a photo of
our founding Vice President, Udai Singh Rathor, who sadly died after a
long illness on September 13™, 2024. His legacy includes the English
translation of The Life and Times of Maharao Umed Singh II of Kotah
which is published, but has yet to be released by the Kotah Royal
Family. Udai was an entertaining and knowledgable friend and is sadly
missed.

We have had 31 paid-up Indian members this year and are also grateful
to our foreign supporters and well wishers. We congratulate Jaipur
based founder members, Kriti and Avinash, on the birth of their
daughter, Noor Avik on August 12th 2024. Noor is our youngest member.
We also congratulate Gaurav Chaurasia and his architectural studio,
Street House, on his Global Architect of the Year Award in the
environmental category for his Butterfly Park in Jharkhand. GABA
(Global Architect Builder Awards) presented the award in Dubai in
February 2025. He has just returned from Bangkok where he was also
awarded Architect of the Year by the India-Thai Chamber of Commerce.
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We are grateful that Street House will be taking the lead in our autumn
Architectural Exhibition on the Baluster Column which has been
postponed from March. We are working with Ibai Rigby of Aachen
University, Germany. The Architectural Travel Guide to Hadoti, which
Gaurav has been commissioned to write by the Spanish publisher
Altrim Publishers, will hopefully be launched in the autumn in Kota as
part of our international architectural event (https://altrim.net/product-

tag/india/ ).

We thank you for your support and look forward to another successful
year ahead.

Victoria Singh
Treasurer

April 3", 2025

www.kotaheritagesociety.in
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